More Than
Meets
The Eye

by Wy S Asviaten

nlike commercinl landscaping design or public

wirks projects, desipning for custom residential

15 & very procanons Busincss,  ANRCmplng W

aatialy il unlgue fequifements of tie dividisal

owir likes an almost empatlne uncersianding of

the client, m additen o an appreciation of the
techmigques for enhancimg small spaces,

Ome of the first priorities of creating a residentinl lnndscape s
estahlishing 6 border between the progenty and the outside world,
This can be implicd with a subtle shift in vegetaton and colorston,
aF can be a deliberase bameer, sharply delmeatmg the bowndares of
the resilence with dense fohage and sione fencimg.

Many ropical landscapes enlemtaim a vanishing boundary that
opens up o0 rolling lowns and sandy beoches.  The separation
hetwesn public easement and private sanciaary is erased in favor of
o communal parksiexl.  The other emd of the spectum b= ihe
manoml enclosure, which comceals the inper suncium.  Bows of
brick and iron spikes iovite the casual visitor o leave sl opce.
Discernbing the personal ee of the owner, and where on (he
privacy scake they resile, feeslves o vamely ol laciors inclxling
ape, wenlth, and lncality,

Apnther probiem consistent with residential desipning i the
meed 10 elaborale small spaces. Most homeowners whio live in o
pogulated urban or swhurban area connal afford more than 104 acre,
This limitation on the size and dimesssons of the space is one of the
most difficull challenges thn Londscape Archiwects often oo,
Creatng varety and cypression within the slandand sguare or
rectangular  boundanes . means developmg  the contour and
timension ol the landscape.  This s achseved by employing
changes m elevabion, either sudden drops or slopes, as well as

iCome el ow page 44.
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elements of Fght and shodow to produoce o sense of .l:prh
Reflecting pools con make spaces look lurger, similar o the effect
that mirrors hove indoars, and foamains can mask the notse of
nearby traffic or plancs overhead,

Specinl care must be paid o e vpe oF vegetdbon thal is wsed
it o residenianl Lindscape. What looks the best ard grows the best is
nil always e witest chiwce.  Luncscape Archilects must e
comcemned with msues sich as allergies; nis -:u-.l:..' .|I|r|'gi|;--. i the
planis ns sach, bat o the bugs cthar the plongs strace. A ross gaden,
forexumple, might be inapproprisie Tor a omesaner whio s allergic
i be stings,  Furthermmone, a leine with soung childicn or pets
alwouhl never have plants that are posomoas when eaten.

Landscape Archdiects musl also consiler the Jong-term
mamee e 15 the sycamore that loks s afimcbive as 0
sapling going tir enelunger the stmuchare of the home 15 vears from
mov? Wil the bowgninvillen thar oifered such hepugifil |'HH.L|I:,ﬂk o
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I'; Thils wire Pl for e Dhachury sealdeiey wleaicr fioi
..IIL' fhe Linselicups Aechitee? oy planmerd o woriely of
I-;-F"' wromdh f oemder fo moke the et o e ofanging
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renrghan® fhae segEn

iy an el @

oo in the Epring besaime o mennes in the sammer as i ETHS OVET
i foat every wiek, choking amd snafling eul other grosih?

e Lamlscape Archiast musd also consider wheiher the
property will be owaer occupied or a rental. Adthough an osmer
imrupeed bivne can expect & cemain amound ol regalor mainenance,
i rental property may go without any aisention for mombs or even
YRS

These are just a few ol the considerations that go (nie cnealing
o moderm resldesinl bndscape. One of the desigiers wia s
mastensd this form as Mairy Smith Assocites of Quincy,
Micsachuserts.

Mary Smith Associales

Mary Smith Assiocintes hns been providing ||ni..'||,:.;' |.||',:|~.|,';|p|:'
design services for nearly M0 vears, The firmm has compleied an
exbensive rangs of projects ihroughom New Englamd, gamenng
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such honors as ihe Plymeuth Coanty Benunssance Awand. two Gold
Prism Awards from the Greaser Bosion Buailder's Associaisen, and o
First Place finin the Bosson Sociery of Landscape Architects for "Ad in
the Landscape.” The fism has assembled o takented cone of Landscupe
Mrchitects who hive epeated an impressive aray of anchitecrurl
wigneties. Their work s lestured 0 the folloswang pastche

Mruxharey, Massachusetts

This Luslsciape cicaled by Smith aml designer Bachel Kisker
featumes & series ol nledocking and muli-level patios, reconsinscied
stone walls and gracwms arfwrs

The new lomdscape s thoroughly privage bug sull comiuns an
expansiveness ihat can only be possable with o change & lesels il i
canphisis on pleasing vistas within,d Views from the upper patios 1o the |
rh\.ll level dre Iraimned by ||.||'||I|||' and Slender Dewizin, The kitchen
disar i st ofl’ by Cragrant planes including heebs and bunecly bash - ; T
Cirmamental grosses drape caswally over the rosgehe stome walls and the i

grey stnined fences aml arbors wrap arsdnid two carelully connecisl
patine—gnz for entertaining and oe 4 3 more povale seiing

Weeston, Muassachusetis

This graml resicence, desagned by Smuith and Jedf Thomea,  sits
quietly at the end of & guarter-mile drive that reses dromagically over o
hiltside arul then wraps down o the west-lseing amival courtyard. %
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1 Peearediiul seating arrangement ar e aeeival coud o ey Weeton, Mirsachuredis reclifenee fi freittivad vy poviite walis g pant ezalivay, Tilijs

i carefeed anl for o conl ovd seremwe Tovdvcape

PLamiimunl frow pasir Jo

e property then Galls off into genile griss slopes o farways
tlesl curve around s wuh omd west sides. A series of some
cluenaitg wills were used 4o tuck the courmvand imby the hillsibe
o ome side, ppdd 10 exiend the TEEF Pabios ol oyer the lowns on
the by

Mee extensive planings iwclinde drifis of birch amd
evergreens ong the drve and over the hillsides, with

props of Howeding trees amd

musses of sanune |I..l.l..\_'||||:_l
perreniols  pearer the hiause A large ¢oairy court s
surrowided with aralens ond magnodin.  Furnished with
wikid benches and an armillury sundial, 0 18 a6 elegani
place 1o greed puesis or fo relox in the Jage allermonn sen
The parking court will aecommodals op W len cars and is
comsiricied of conerete pavers Dul match the gramiie used
a the walks ond potiss. A long curved metal railing circles
e redr two-level pabio, providing o delicate frome for the

view 10 the greens bewviond

Duincy. Massachusetis

For a renovated shingle-siyie home focing the hay,
truilinomal seaxsalde limdscape was desipned thar featises mses
hiydrameen. vibormum and Eorean diopwead Blany o these

plantimes are placed carefully around the Wase o aealisl @

whale dowel fence that muns the lepgth of the property o the
street edge. An extensive perneiiol garden. filled with iris
ibaylilies, asters, Baby's-breath, Russian 5

!{.’."-:--c!'\- '||.:'|I.':|||l_"-\. Visgbor= b e |||'\.||| -,||,':|I

pe ancl omamental
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LI ok g rh wrmpy Jozly anereed ey of fsniin @ oy g Kivorere Mople, ook inlitag e vhewer o o fregecliney fevend the pronerm

vy dro o wrkle rrers Rray e

Blucstone walks lead o the side rairehes and 10 the sudio
courryaed aml prvate decks.  The sudio courrvaed s u it
retrcal frodis the beach side of the boase, hidden in beck by a 1l
arborvetne lsedpe. A farmal armangement of Blsesne sqisnes and
grave] sumrounds 2 small parere comtmmng aricmesan, lovender.
ansara and a lorge antgue reproduction elslem, wsed as a fishpond
Filled with spring bulls and late [hewering perenninls, ibe
courmyand 5 a eanklul s throvghont the seasons

Chestnat Hill, Massachosetts

A new fromt wulk, stone wall, and driveway lyyom were
crested for this Chestnu Hull Besidence. The graceful order of
apace & anhinced with a variety of nourl colom and fexires.
Bluesione, Neldstone and lush lwan ore marticubarly beauniil
with the beilleam borsis of aniumn oodor

Ihe doveway and cicular from wolk flow o the moin

giflrance of the home Alieralicns  were desipmed |or the
existing deck to moke it o porch. The porch soirs lead down
procefully o & blugstose patio which is encircled by un
evergreen hedge enclosing o parden of flowering shrobs, rees,
ind perennzils.  Wethin the ganden, is o semicitcular fountain

thil prowides o lovely view from the diving reom

5 .
last Dennis, Massachusetis

[hee design ol s landscape derives many of s clemente
mom e chmssic Mew Enpland details used by the architects o

Crsde the resdence The home's white columms and Omely
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The irmcdiriongd Mewe Eapfoand cvalumme gned Toidwirraes famdlier e much of
Copwe Cout'r architecture fove beer apliveted v the sirmsnitlog fesees
aungd g vaditaledimedd afvdves o chir Eact Dewany residemce.

| Dol fensw pkie di)

crafted bolustrades are repeated i the pool arbor and
surrounding fences, connecting seamlessly anle the nataral
pine wissllnmid

Simphe some walls, stairs aml relling lawns lead the eyve
fro tie upper patio o a grand view of Cope Cisd Bay and
the Provinectown Tower,  An apple orchard is used s a
trunsition space between the carioge hosuse service area and
the pool - with & winding path keading through it 1o the
|1u,ml':-. gaesl entrnce,

The site wos extensively regruded and the residence sel
perfectly inte position, achieving a sense of presence, as bl
it bl always been there, We turned the Footpring slightly 1o
the Basl o lake advantage of the sanrise for the moms on
the watersade.

Boston, Massachusetts

This vy courtyard sits guietly behind this Backbay
fowenhouse. 115 geometrae scheme waps and overlaps the
spices 1o give moom lor parking, seating and small gordens
The fences and wall fowntuan are bnporan werticul Teatares
Inside the courvard a folding “screen” fence can be palled
over 1o blick the parking oren or be keft open tooadd s the
patic. A circular stoircase beads wp too a small deck
vverlooking tee whole arrangement

Plantings nelude groundeovers, Mlowering aealeas ond 3
varicly of green and white mindowre perennials.  Small
seulptures ond wnusual objects are wcked carcfully into the
garden to add o persanad touch.  Combinsd with celorful
summer annusls and balbs, the courtvand 1% an u'l-'n:l'-i‘:ltulh_.'_il:‘lg.
privave warlkd, LASN



